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From the President
Hi all, now that 2022 is in the books I can honestly say that we are looking forward to 2023.  It’s been an interesting 

year to say the least. Our Community and City has made huge strides getting things back on track after several 

years of navigating an unfortunate pandemic.  Its good to see Washington Park bustling with campers, boaters and 

outdoor enthusiasts in general. Its also great to see local businesses thriving again after surviving the pandemic 

and its effect on business and commerce.  As things continue to open up the SCHOA Board will keep you abreast 

of any changes to our operating structure along with the opportunities we see impacting Sunset Cove. We are 

however getting back to what I anticipate will be a new normal for all of us.

As a group the SCHOA Board has re-aligned its communication medium(s) and feels good with the go forward 

plan utilizing a Zoom platform for Annual Meetings and bi-monthly Board Meetings. We will continue to use such 

mediums as cell phones, conference calls, emails and one on one contact in smaller groups where and when 

necessary. We have adapted well and are pleased that SCHOA business has been conducted efficiently. The 

Board has and will continue to function at 100% to serve the needs of all SCHOA owners. 

Doug Berard 

President, Sunset Cove Homeowners Association

(Email us at board@sunsetcove.org ) 



About the SCHOA
Sunset Cove Homeowners Association

Located in Anacortes, WA, at the western edge of Fidalgo Island, 
Sunset Cove is uniquely situated with views of the San Juan
Islands, Rosario Strait and Burrows Bay. Sunset Cove owners
enjoy the privilege of adjoining beautiful Washington Park with 
miles of beaches, trails and picnic and camping sites.

The entire Sunset Cove community consists of Washington
Park Estates (homes along Washington Blvd), Sunset Cove
Estates (homes along Washington Court) and The Crest at
Sunset Cove Condominiums, The Gardens at Sunset Cove 
Condominiums and Doe Run at Sunset Cove detached 
Condominiums all along Sundown Court.

The Sunset Cove Homeowners Association (SCHOA) represents
all of the aforementioned areas held within the Sunset Cove community.
The Crest, The Gardens and Doe Run each have have their own
HOA’s. The SCHOA  in totality represents the entire development
taking care of the common areas as well as common issues. 

Welcome to all our neighbors, new, established and those who
are entertaining a move to Sunset Cove!

SCHOA Board



City and Community Logistics
Sunset Cove Neighborhood Westend Anacortes

Anacortes
WA Park 



2023/2024 SCHOA Board 
2023/24 Board of Directors by Position:
Ø President-Doug Berard, The Gardens resident

q Term ends 12/31/23
Ø Vice President-Kathy Edmonds, WA Park resident

q Term ends 12/31/24
Ø Secretary-Open

q Term ends 
Ø Treasurer-Dawn Bachmann, Doe Run resident

q Term ends 12/31/23
Ø ARC Committee Chair-Annie Hayes, WA Park resident

q Term ends 12/31/23
Ø Landscape Committee Chair-Claire Colson, WA Park resident

q Term ends 12/31/24 
Ø Social /Publicity Committee-Team sport, all Board members
Ø Retiring Board Member(s)-Daniel Allawatt and Steve Kripnner 

Thank you for your service!

Note: Our new 2023/2024 Board was announced at our Annual  
Meeting on Tuesday, January 24th, 2023.

Current SCHOA Board Update(s)
The Sunset Cove HOA Board has had a difficult time finding 

volunteers to serve as Board Members.  If you have an interest in 

serving a two-year term (we are currently in need of a Publicity 

Committee Chair) please email board@sunsetcove.org.  We would be 

happy to answer any questions you might have.  The Board meets 

every other month via Zoom to discuss SCHOA business and future 

planning needs.  Our HOA cannot function without volunteers.  

Our 2023/2024 Board looks forward to serving the residents of 

Sunset Cove. As with past Boards, we anticipate and look forward

to working with our community and our City to keep our neighborhood

moving forward addressing issues and opportunities as they arise. 

Doug Berard, President Sunset Cove HOA

mailto:board@sunsetcove.org


2023 SCHOA Board Meeting Schedule-Zoom Platform
Ø January 24th 2023, 7pm pst-Annual meeting
Ø February 18th 2023, 9am pst-Bi/monthly meeting
Ø April 22rd, 2023 9am pdt-Bi/monthly meeting
Ø June 24th 2023 9am pdt-Bi/monthly meeting
Ø August 26th 2023, 9am pdt-Bi/monthly meeting
Ø October 14th 2023, 9am pdt-Bi/monthly meeting
Ø November 11th 2023, 9am pst-Financial/Budget review
Ø January 23rd 2024, 7pm pst-Annual meeting (anticipated date and 

Time)
NOTE: Bi/monthly meeting dates and times are finalized 

2 months in advance and posted on the SCHOA website

Treasurer Update

2023 SCHOA Board Meeting Dates-Committee Chair Updates

Ø Total assets on hand as of January 1st, 2023 are $55,595. Working 
balance $16,615, unallocated reserve balance $31,838, WA Blvd
median project reserve balance $7,142

Ø Our 5 year strategic plan addresses the timing of projects that would 
impact our reserve balance(s). Mailbox replacement remains a concern
with an estimated cost of $20k

Ø As of mid January we have received the vast majority of our HOA dues,
we anticipate the balance by January month end

Ø We have larger landscape projects completed, pending or under review
this year which include removal of trees at risk, Observation Ave 
storm pond cleanup, WA Court circle area refresh, Sundown Court
circle plant replacement and potential lighting upgrades in the WA Blvd
median

Ø SCHOA resident directories will be updated at the end of January and
can be found under the password protected portion of the SCHOA 
website

Dawn Bachmann SCHOA Treasurer 



2022 SCHOA Board Meeting Dates-Committee Chair Updates
Landscape Committee Update
Ø The Board has decided to continue using Pro-Scapes as our HOA

communal landscape management company. The contract will
start March 1st. Final details are still being worked out

Ø Sunset Cove HOA is surrounded by buffers that we maintain, and
those of other entities. The committee will post a map of the
adjacent buffers with contact information of whom to talk to
regarding problem vegetation

Ø The native plant list will undergo updates and enhancements during
the 1st quarter. We will add additional deer resistant plants and
other species that do well in our neighborhood. If you have a plant
type in your yard that grows well and tolerates occasional deer
browsing, please let us know!

Ø Replacement of the plants that died in last years cold snap will be 
evaluated this quarter. Planning is underway, and most likely will entail
the volunteer opportunity to assist with the planting of new vegetation.
Please let us know if you are interested in assisting with this project
and future projects 

Claire Colson 
Landscape Committee Chair

Landscape Committee Update cont’d
Ø Gazebo trailhead revision pics, Q3 & Q4 2022

Trailhead Entrance off
of Washington BLVD

Upper portion of the 
trail 

Mud and roots have been 
covered by mulch and 
gravel 

River rock swale and 
large bark to 
prevent erosion



Publicity Committee Update
Ø Our quarterly newsletter will continue as usual leveraging

information from the SCHOA, Skagit County, San Juan Islands,
and the City of Anacortes
o Anticipated publication dates

ü First Quarter-February 2023
ü Second Quarter-April 2023
ü Third Quarter-July 2023
ü Fourth Quarter-October 2023

Ø We anticipate a summer (2023) gathering/picnic at either
WA Park or the Sundown Court circle. Stay tuned for logistics,
we want to be mindful of the most up to date health and wellness
information provided by city and state officials
o Casual get togethers are at our owner’s discretion
o Jackie Etsell has party supplies available when the 

time comes that we meet as a larger group

SCHOA Board

2022 SCHOA Board Meeting Dates-Committee Chair Updates
Architectural Review Committee Update
Ø Sunset Cove Construction Update

o Lot #SCE 6 & 17 construction not started
o Lot #WPE 6 construction completed
o Lot’s #WPE 9 & 10 (combined lots) under construction
o Lot #WPE 27 & 28 construction completed

Ø For more information regarding the Architectural Review
Committee (ARC) and its function can be found in the 
CC&Rs section III through VI.
o Section III- Architectural Review Committee overview
o Section IV-Approval Requirements
o Section V-Building Restrictions
o Section VI-Land Use Restrictions

Annie Hayes ARC Committee Chair



Neighborhood Updates
Ø As Winter continues, we are still dealing with waning daylight, 

black ice and less than desirable driving conditions. With few 

streetlights let’s be mindful of the speed limit in our community 

which is 25 MPH. We’ve also got kids and adults playing in 

the streets which supports driving at the speed limit or below.

Ø Yard maintenance-As temps begin to increase later this winter 

and Spring it becomes increasingly important to 

stay on top of yard maintenance and storm damage from 
downed limbs, old yard debris and dead or dying plants.
Mowing, pruning and debris removal from your yards 
is a must. Should you be struggling with yard maintenance 
the Board can recommend a number of local landscapers 
and maintenance companies to use.

Ø Habitat for deer-We all enjoy seeing deer in the immediate
area. That said, let’s not make it a practice to feed them. 
Rats, mice, etc. also like what deer eat; lets avoid an 
infestation by not feeding them.

Ø Trash disposal and pick up-Friday is trash pick up day
for our neighborhood. Let’s respect the appearance
of Sunset Cove and bag all trash for pickup. Let’s also be
mindful of returning trash cans to an area on your property
not visible to the public. For large trash and debris
removal you can also use the following facility:
Skagit County Recycling and Transfer Station
14104 Ovenell Rd
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360) 416-1570

Ø Our street trees were pruned in September of 2022 by a 
group of neighborhood volunteers. A big shout out to 
Steve and Linda Krippner, Paul Allen, and Claire and Carl
Colson for there help. Volunteers play a big role keeping 
our community looking great and safe for all residents.



Ø Sidewalk clearance for walkers-Its that time of the year when our 
daylight hours are shorter and the weather is a mixed bag of cold
and rain. Residents still like to get out and walk pet’s, hike and
look for general exercise traversing the neighborhood.
If you have plantings that encroach onto the sidewalks let’s be
mindful of others and prune them back for ease of access. It’s a 
great time of the year to be outside enjoying the neighborhood.

Ø Construction update-Currently there is 1 home under 
construction (combined lots WPE 9 & 10). Let’s be mindful of any 
construction debris that you encounter in the street or on the 
sidewalks and move it back onto the lot(s). Nails, screws, utility
knife blades etc. should be discarded in the trash receptacles 
located on the lot(s). Thanks in advance for your help. 

Ø Pets-For those of us that walk pets in the neighborhood it is
our  responsibility to clean up after them. Let’s all pitch in!

Ø The mailbox locks have just been lubricated for the Fall and 
Winter seasons. If you have problems with your lock, please 
email the Board at board@sunsetcove.org.

Ø Observation Ave. fire access lane-The City of Anacortes was out in Sept
to cut back the brush in the fire access lane and install a chain fence
to prohibit motorized vehicle access. Let’s be mindful of this area as
it is part of our community and HOA.

Ø Pickleball Courts-For those of you that enjoy the game of
pickleball there are 10  covered courts located at the Blackburn Pavilion
in Mount Vernon, 2405 E College Way. Free and open to the public
on a daily basis. Seven courts are reserved for members of the 
Skagit Valley Pickleball Club during morning and afternoon blocks of
time. The courts are otherwise available on a first come first serve basis.

Ø Several residents have noticed an increase in coyote sightings 
in the recent past. Like other canids, coyotes don't hibernate. They
remain active throughout the year and increase their level of activity in
the colder months. Coyotes are more active in the Winter not only 
because they spend more time searching for food but because their young
disperse from groups which happens mostly from October to January.
A reminder for pet owners, please be cautious. In the event of an 
of an immediate public safety issue, wildlife violation, or injured or 
dangerous animal, please call the WDFW Enforcement office at 
(360) 902-2936 or email enforcement-web@dfw.wa.gov, or call 911.

Neighborhood Updates

mailto:board@sunsetcove.org
mailto:enforcement-web@dfw.wa.gov


Winter/Spring Best Practices
Spring Maintenance Checklist
• Inspect gutters for debris and damage
• Inspect exterior windows and doors for damage and wear
• Inspect roof and siding for damage
• Inspect underground sprinkler system and make ready for use
• Inspect decks/railings and clean and or refinish as needed
• Inspect for pest infestations
• Clean out interior HVAC vents
• Change furnace filter(s)
• Change batteries in smoke alarms and carbon monoxide 

detectors
• Clean lint trap from dryer vent
• Tune up power equipment: Change oil, spark plugs, sharpen

blades and chains, remove old gas before starting
• Check garden hose connections, insert new washers if needed
• Rake up debris, moss and dead grass from lawns
• Remove dead plants from landscape
• Fertilize lawn
• Add mulch to garden beds and other landscaped areas 

Spring Maintenance Checklist-cont’d
• Prune trees, shrubs & grasses growing into your house or garage
• Remove frost covers from exterior hose bibs when temps allow
• Clean grill(s) and check propane connection
• Fill or replace propane tank(s)

Spring Necessities
• Shovel, rake and hoe
• String trimmer
• Lawn mower or equivalent
• Gas can(s)
• Pruner(s), lopper(s)
• Garden trowel, handheld rake
• Garden gloves
• Handheld weeder
• Knee pads
• Garden hose and hose reel
• Wheelbarrow
• Sun hat
• Protective eyewear



Spring Project Ideas-Home Depot Garden Club 
Leverage the Home Depot Garden Club website for all 
your Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall projects.
NO cost to join, NO annual dues, fees etc.
Ø Access to

o Project guides
o Buying guides
o Inspiration guides
o Influencer guides
o DIY workshops
o Garden ideas and projects
o How to videos
o Expert gardening advice
o Local and regional gardening tips
o Coupons, discounts, special promotions and offers 

Ø How do I join?
o Visit the Garden Club website at pages.homedepot.com/garden
o Sign up and start saving

http://www.pages.homedepot.com/garden


Home Depot Garden Club 1st Quarter Planning

Take Advantage of the Time of Year and Plan Your 
Spring Goals
Set Goals, Make Plans for Your Garden

Now is a great time to set goals and make plans for your garden. See your outdoor 
space in a whole new light and make bold changes where they need to be made. Get 
inspired for the upcoming gardening season with a plan for your garden that enables 
you to eat what you produce and reduce food waste while attracting pollinators as such 
birds, bees and butterflies.

Add Houseplants for Color Indoors

Because gardening moves indoors during winter, add beautiful tropical houseplants with 
lots of color. Decorating with houseplants isn’t hard to do and it helps create a zen-like 
atmosphere inside your home. Try easy-care plants such as pothos, snake plants, 
spider plants, heart leaf philodendrons and peace lilies. An added benefit: houseplants 
improve indoor air quality. What’s not to love?

Purchase New Garden Tools

For the new year, pamper your hands in the garden. Buy yourself a new pair of 
gardening gloves and make a resolution to keep your hands protected while digging in 
the dirt. While you’re at it, treat yourself to new gardening tools that help make 
gardening easier. Many new tools provide ergonomic comfort and features that reduce 
strain and stress on your hands and back.

Get a fresh start to the new year and get inspired for gardening with this gardening calendar for January.

January is the perfect time to set your gardening goals and make plans for your garden for the upcoming 
season. Because winter makes your outdoor space look different, look at it through a new lens. Decide what 
worked in the garden and what did not. Make changes for success.

Test your soil for pH and give your dirt the amendments it needs before you begin planting anything.

Indoors, go tropical. Give yourself an escape this winter from the cold. Houseplants are nature’s air purifier. 
Cyclamen, pictured above, brightens up the darkest winter days. Consider other easy houseplants in our list 
below.

While you’re making a fresh start, why not pamper your hands and treat yourself to new gardening gloves and 
hand tools, such as trowels, soil scoops and hand weeders.

https://homedepot.com/c/ai/house-plant-ideas/9ba683603be9fa5395fab90c441f10c
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Landscaping-Supplies-Soils-Soil-Amendments/N-5yc1vZbx7h
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Indoor-Plants-House-Plants/N-5yc1vZcew7
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Tools-Gardening-Tools-Gardening-Gloves/N-5yc1vZc5r1
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Tools-Gardening-Tools-Garden-Trowels/N-5yc1vZc5qw
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Tools-Gardening-Tools-Garden-Hand-Tools/N-5yc1vZc5rq
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Garden-Tools-Gardening-Tools-Weeders/N-5yc1vZc5rf


Home Depot Garden Club 1st Quarter Planning

• Start tomato and other vegetable seeds in peat pots.
• Grow salad greens and herbs indoors with seed-starting trays.
• Apply pre-emergent to prevent weeds in lawns.

• Build raised garden beds and cultivate vegetable garden beds.
• Perform a soil test in your garden and amend the soil  with
compost

• Plant spring-flowering shrubs like azaleas.
• Apply lawn fertilizer, repair and seed bare patches.

https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Plant-Seeds-Seed-Starters/Jiffy/N-5yc1vZc8qsZt4
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Plant-Seeds-Seed-Starters/N-5yc1vZc8qs
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Raised-Garden-Beds/N-5yc1vZbx7c
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Lawn-Care-Lawn-Fertilizers/N-5yc1vZbx6b


Experience Anacortes 



Experience Anacortes-Washington Park! 

Take a loop drive around the 
beautiful Washington Park 
Anacortes.

Washington Park is 1.5 hours north of Seattle, 
directly west of Anacortes overlooking the 
Rosario Strait.

It offers stunning views of the San Juan Islands 
around a 2.2 mile paved Loop Road.

Visitors can drive or bike around the one-way 
Loop Road, or park at the entrance and walk in. 
There's also a network of dirt trails, but these 
are not suitable for children due to sheer drop 
offs.

The day use area at the entrance has a boat 
launch, picnic tables, restrooms and a 
playground. Overnight camping is also available 
near the entrance of Washington Park.

https://citybop.com/wa/anacortes
https://www.anacorteswa.gov/560/Washington-Park


Experience Anacortes-Washington Park! 
The 5 Best Scenic Opportunities at 
WA Park

1. Follow the signs to the start of the Loop 
Road (2.2. miles).
The Loop Road begins just past the day use 
area and boat launch at Sunset Beach, on the 
western side of Anacortes. This day use area 
is the perfect place for a picnic, with gorgeous 
views, sheltered tables, lots of open space 
to fly kites, and a playground. You can also 
enjoy the beautiful beach.

2. Continue along the Northern side of 
Washington Park.
The first stretch of the Loop Road travels 
along the northern side of Washington Park, 
with peep through views of the coast through 
thick forest. This is a super narrow road, but 
thankfully it's one-way! The speed limit is 
only 10 miles per hour, and you will often 
encounter hikers along the road. There are a 
few dirt pull-outs for parking, leading to 
glorious views of Guemes Island, Blakely 
Island and Cypress Island.



Experience Anacortes-Washington Park! 
3. As the road winds around the western side of Washington Park Anacortes, there's a set 
of stairs down to a beach with tessellated rock formations.



Experience Anacortes-Washington Park! 
4. A grassed area soon becomes visible, with picnic tables overlooking Burrows 
Island. Burrows Island is just one of 172 islands in the San Juan Islands 
archipelago, and has a beautiful lighthouse, unfortunately not visible from the 
road. There are also distant views of Mt Erie, that you can drive to the top of!

https://citybop.com/wa/mount-erie


Experience Anacortes-Washington Park! 
5. The southern section of Loop Road travels away from the coast to the 
interior of Washington Park through thick coastal forest, back to the parking 
lot.



Experience Anacortes-Washington Park! 
Things to do near Washington Park

After visiting Washington Park at the west end of Anacortes, drive to the viewpoint at Cap 
Santa Park in Anacortes, for superb views of Mt Baker, the Cascades, and the marina.

Then drive 5 minutes south of Anacortes to the summit of Mt Erie, the highest point on 
Fidalgo Island. Continue south to Deception Pass, a spectacular strait between Fidalgo 
Island and Whidbey Island. Finish the day by having a meal at Anthony's Restaurant in 
Anacortes, with superb waterside views.

If you have a few more days, travel 20-minutes southwest of Anacortes to explore the gift 
shops, boutiques and galleries at La Conner, or take the ferry from Anacortes to Orcas 
Island or San Juan Island. Alternatively, cross the Deception Pass Bridge to Whidbey
Island. Travel down Whidbey Island to explore the lovely villages of Coupeville and 
Langley, Greenbank Farm, the Lavender Wind Farm, and the lighthouse at Fort Casey.

https://citybop.com/seattle/mt-erie
https://citybop.com/seattle/deception-pass
https://citybop.com/seattle/la-conner
https://citybop.com/wa/whidbey-island


Anacortes Chamber of Commerce Event(s) 
Calendar February 2023  

Chamber of Commerce Events Calendar 
February 2023
Ø Hi-lights

o 2-4 Uncorked wine and food pairing event
o 2-11 Community appreciation day
o 2-18 Anacortes Polar Plunge Winter Beach

Party
o 2-25 Stuff the Bus community food drive
o Note: For more information on Chamber

activities subscribe to the Chamber
Calendar of Events at…..
https://anacortes.org/events



Anacortes Chamber of Commerce Event(s) 
Calendar March 2023  

Chamber of Commerce Events Calendar 
March 2023
Ø Hi-lights

o 2-4 Fidalgo Dance Works Gala
o Note: For more information on Chamber

activities subscribe to the Chamber
Calendar of Events at…..
https://anacortes.org/events



San Juan Islands 

What To Do In The San Juan Islands

Every island offers you an abundance of choices—luckily, you can’t go 
wrong when deciding what to do in the San Juans! The shorter your stay in 
the islands, the more important it is to plan ahead. Booking activities, 
lodging, and dining in advance will make your trip run smoothly and you'll 
be more likely to get your first picks. Most tour operators have generous 
cancellation policies in case you need to make changes. (Check with 
individual companies to be sure of their policies.)



San Juan Islands-Things to do This Winter! 



WSDOT Ferry System 
If you’re heading to the islands plan ahead! 



Sunset Cove 
Homeowners Association
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